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that he had resolved upon. Then as he was looking at the flowers
an evil plot suddenly occurred to him.
"Let us go now," he said to his men and when they followed
him out he continued, "I have a scheme that will enable me to
acquire the garden without consulting the old man at all."
"What scheme do you have, Ya-nei?" the men asked, and he
answered: "Wang Tse of Peichou is in rebellion against the
dynasty and derives his strength from black magic. The govern-
ment has issued orders to the provincial authorities to suppress all
practices of magic and witchcraft and to arrest all known evil doers
of this kind. There is a reward of three thousand fytan posted for
information against them. I shall use the restoration of the flowers
as evidence and send my man Chang Pa to the prefect's yamen to
accuse the old bandit of witchcraft. Unable to stand the torture,
he will surely confess to the charge. Then his garden will be con-
fiscated and publicly sold. As it is known that I want this garden,
no one will dare bid against me and I shall thus come into pos-
session of it. And I'll get the reward money besides!"
"It is a wonderful scheme," they all said and urged him to
carry it out without delay.
The complaint was lodged as planned and the prefect, who
had been on the lookout for such persons, immediately had Mr.
Chiu seized. He brushed aside Mr. Chiu's side of the story and
said, laughing, "Many men worthier than you have aspired to
meet the immortal beings but have failed. How could it be pos-
sible that a fairy came to you just because you cried? Moreover,
if an immortal had indeed come to you, surely she would have
left her name for the world to know. This story that you have
made up deceives no one. You must be an evil magician. Put his
legs in the press!" he shouted, turning to the black gang. But
just as the jailers rushed up to Mr. Chiu and were about to put
him in the press the prefect was suddenly seized with such a violent
spell of feeling faint that he almost fell off his chair. Try as he
would, he could not summon up enough strength to continue the
trial and so he had to adjourn the court and commit Mr. Chiu
to prison.